
Last update: 2025-05-01 

 

  

 

Fighting Back  
 Direct Action, Defense Tactics, and Parallel Power for Trans Resistance 

 
 
 



Trans Army – Fighting Back  1 

Last update: 2025-05-01 

Fighting Back 
Direct Action, Defense Tactics, and Parallel Power for Trans Resistance 
Version 1.1 – April 2025 

 

We’re not here to ask for mercy. We’re here to end the machine. 

This guide is for those who’ve seen the line get crossed, and decided not to retreat. Built for trans rebels, 

mutual aid warriors, direct action crews, and neighborhood defenders, Fighting Back is a toolkit for 

tactical response, coordinated defiance, and building the world we need under siege. 

You’ll find real tactics, real case studies, and grounded insight into how people are resisting right now, 

from Atlanta to Appalachia, from Line 5 to your block. 

Inside, you’ll get: 

• Tactical disruption, defense, and digital sabotage strategies 

• Case examples from Cop City, Standing Rock, and anti-pipeline actions 

• Tools for building decentralized protest pods, mesh networks, and eviction defense 

• Info-warfare guidance: livestreaming, leaks, memetics, and culture jamming 

• Self-defense, OpSec, and trauma response for trans organizers 

• How to build parallel power: housing, clinics, barter economies, celebration spaces 

Because “fighting back” isn’t just a slogan, it’s infrastructure in motion. 

 

    Context: Why We Fight 

The U.S. in 2025 is a landscape of repression, but also resistance. From state violence to corporate 

authoritarianism, we are targeted for existing. Fighting back isn’t symbolic, it’s strategic. It’s survival. It’s 

freedom. 

This guide is for anyone ready to organize, disrupt, protect, and defy. We’re not here to beg power for 

crumbs. We’re here to dismantle it. 
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            Forms of Resistance 

     Tactical Categories 

• Disruption – Interrupting business, politics, or violence-as-usual 

• Defense – Protecting people, spaces, and resources 

• Sabotage – Delaying, degrading, or disabling hostile systems 

• Creation – Building parallel infrastructures: housing, health, food, care 

 

   Street-Level Tactics (Recent Use Cases) 

    Direct Action 

• Cop City Protests (Atlanta): Site occupations, barricades, sabotage of construction 

• 50501 Movement: Mass walkouts, bridge shutdowns, soft blockades 

• Pipeline Resistance: Lockdowns, tree sits, pressure valve sabotage (Line 5, MVP) 

       Protest Evolution 

• Decentralized flash mobs using SMS trees 

• Protest pods with rotating marshals, medics, and security 

• Use of umbrellas, shields, and mesh to block surveillance 

         Information Warfare 

• Livestreams via drones and encrypted cams 

• Counter-propaganda zines, memes, and projection bombs 

• Anonymous leaks exposing police and corporate abuse 
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    Defensive Tactics 

    Personal Defense 

• Community self-defense training (martial arts, de-escalation, trauma care) 

• Legal observer networks (NLG, CopWatch) 

• Trans/queer neighborhood patrols (e.g. Minneapolis, Chicago pods) 

     Space Defense 

• Occupy-to-defend strategy: squatting vacant buildings, fortifying protest camps 

• Digital defense: mesh networks, alt comms, community servers 

• Eviction defense squads using noise, blockades, and rapid mobilization 

 

       Digital Resistance 

            Cyber Sabotage 

• Exposing fascist organizing channels 

• Disruption of far-right propaganda networks (bot flooding, reporting brigades) 

• Mutual aid tech: apps for bail funds, crisis check-ins, secure dropboxes 

     OpSec in Action 

• Using Tails, Signal, ProtonMail, and burner phones for ops 

• Avoiding Google products entirely in high-risk operations 

• Steganography to hide resistance messages in images or files 

 

   Building Counterpower 

         Parallel Infrastructure 

• Autonomous housing cooperatives & encampments 

• Free community clinics, food networks, defense collectives 

• Barter and gift economies that bypass state capitalism 

    Cultural Resistance 

• Music, drag, art, storytelling as political acts 

• Reclaiming public space through murals, dance, ritual 

• Celebrating trans, disabled, mad, and undocumented joy as revolt 
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        Resources to Mobilize 

• Organizations: Mutual Aid Disaster Relief, Black Socialists of America, Earth First!, Trans 

Mutual Aid Network 

• Training: Firestorm Coop (NC), Antifa 101 zines, Justice Teams Network, Queer Medics 

• Apps: Signal, Session, Briar, Crowdmap, OpenStreetMap, Obsidian (offline planning) 

 

Conclusion 

They want us to stay polite and quiet. But the law is not justice. Silence is not safety. And consent cannot 

be given under threat. 

We are not only defending ourselves, but we are also reshaping what’s possible. 

They want us docile. 

They want us grateful for crumbs. 

They want us invisible. 

But we know: safety is not silence. Freedom is not obedience. And dignity cannot be negotiated. 

We aren’t only defending ourselves. 

We are shaping what comes next. 

Trans rage is a blueprint. Trans joy is a riot. Trans resistance is already winning. 
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